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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION— FIELD OF INVENTION 

[001] This invention relates to an inside-vehicle book or magazine holding device on the 
steering wheel, specifically to such device which is used for holding the reading 
materials, tablet PC, PDA, mini TV, portable DVD player or writing on the support 
device inside the vehicle so they can be readily viewed by the user on the driver seat 
when the vehicle is in parking status. This device will hereafter be referred to simply as 
the book holding device on the steering wheel. 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION-DESCRIPTION OF PRIOR ART 

[002] Many people drive a vehicle to pick up the passengers, or attend a meeting and 
event. Sometimes, they need to wait in the parking lot or parking space if they are ahead 
of schedule or waiting for the passengers to come. Reading books, magazines, watching 
mini TV, portable DVD, working on the PDA, tablet PC or writing might be one of the 
things they would like to do while they are waiting inside the vehicle. 

[003] Book holders or book holding device are known in a variety of designs-for 
example, in U.S. patents 6,019,339 (2000), 6,045,159 (1998) and 6,109,658 (1999). 
However, there are very few book holding devices currently available to use inside of the 
vehicle for the person at the driver seat, i.e. book holding device on the steering wheel. U. 
S. patent 5,193,777 (1993) is a note-map holder on the steering wheel which has a plastic 
means for holding a map. But it does not have the structure to hold a book or mini 
electronic devices. 
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[004] U. S. patents 4,139,217 (1979), 5,487,521 (1996) and 5,749,305(1998) disclose a 
vehicular desk/tray on the steering wheel to provide a planar writing surface and support 
desk for portable computer, printed matter, food and /or beverage. Such desks/trays are 
heavy and not easy to store when not in use. 

[005] U. S. patent 4,375,881 (1983) discloses a portable thin desk to use as a writing 
surface. It could not be installed as easy as the book holder in the present invention. 

[006] U. S. patent 6,412,425 (2002) discloses a horizontally foldable steering wheel table. 
This device is bulky due to the cup slot has to be larger than the upper rim of the steering 
wheel It is not a simple device which can be manufactured with low cost. 

[007] It is desirable to produce an uncomplicated book holding device for holding printed 
matters, mini TV, portable DVD, tablet PC, PDA in the vehicle for the person at the 
driver seat which does not require the reader to operate intricately in using the book 
holding device. 



BACKGROUND OF INVENTION-OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES 

[008] A primary object of the present invention is to provide a book holder on the 
steering wheel for the user at the driver seat to read book, magazine while the vehicle is 
in parking status. 

[009] Accordingly, besides the objects and advantages of providing a book holder on the 
steering wheel in the present patent, several objects and advantages of the patent 
invention are: 

(a) to provide a simple device for the reader at the driver seat inside of a vehicle 
to view reading material without changing the viewer's position; 

(b) to provide a hinge and foldable shelf on the device, so it can be folded into 
small object and easily stored between or under the car seats when not in use; 

(c) to provide a lightweight device produced using plastic, cardboard and 600 
denier polyester; 

(d) to provide a comfortable place for the person to write at the driver seat; 

(e) to provide the built-in elastic band applied to prevent unexpected book turning 
pages. 

(f) to provide a steering wheel desk which can be installed or removed from the 
steering wheel within seconds. 

(g) to provide a device which is designed to fit most standard vehicle steering 
wheels. 

(h) to provide the built-in elastic loops to hold the pens. 
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[010] Further objects and advantages are to provide a book holding device which can be 
used easily and conveniently to manipulate inside of a vehicle at the driver side, which is 
simple and inexpensive to manufacture. It is also an important objective of the present 
invention to provide a book holding device that can be easily packaging and shipping. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The book holder on the steering wheel of the present invention provides the simple 
device for the person to read the book and magazine at the driver seat. Specifically, the 
present invention discloses an easy to operate book holder for users at the driver seat. The 
benefits of the book holder are immediately apparent to anyone who has tried to read the 
books, magazines, write on memo or watch portable DVD player or even use tablet PC 
when he/she sits in the vehicle. 



DRAWINGS-FIGURES 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the embodiment showing two support plates resting on top 
of a steering wheel using two fastening straps hanging on the top portion of the steering 
wheel. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the embodiment showing all the components of the 
invention. 

Fig. 3 is a left side view of the embodiment showing the device could be folded into 
smaller size and the shelf could be folded too. 



DRAWINGS-REFERENCE NUMERALS 

1 1 Upper filleted rectangle support plate 

12 Hinge 

13 Lower filleted rectangle support plate 

17 Mating pad of the hook-and-loop fasteners 

18 The hook-and-loop fastening pad straps 
24 Foldable shelf 
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25 Elastic loops 

26 Elastic bands 
32 Steering wheel 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Fig.l perspectively shows a preferred embodiment made of lightweight, rigid, good 
strength, low stretch materials such as rigid type of plastic, cardboard and 600 denier 
polyester, wherein 1 1 is a upper filleted rectangle support plate, 12 is a hinge, 13 is a lower 
filleted rectangle support plate, 17a and 17b are the mating pads of the hook-and-loop 
fastener permanently attached on the upper filleted rectangle support plate, 18a and 18b 
are the fastening straps. 24 is a built-in foldable shelf which is mounted on the lower 
filleted rectangle support plate. 25a and 25b are elastic loops for holding pens or pencils. 
26a and 26b are elastic bands which are mounted on the rear side of lower filleted 
rectangle support plate to prevent the unexpected book turning pages. 

Said upper filleted rectangle support plate 11, hinge 12, and lower filleted rectangle 
support plate 13 are made of the lightweight, rigid material such as rigid type of the 
plastic, cardboard and 600 denier polyester. Said pad straps 18a, 18b and mating pads 17a 
and 17b are the pads and mating pads of the hook-and-loop fastener. The length of the 
straps is long enough to fit most standard vehicle steering wheels. 

Fig. 2 depicts the invention book holder on the steering wheel in it's functional form, 
beginning with two free ends of the straps 1 8a and 1 8b inserting through the top rim of the 
steering wheel 32 anti-clockwise and hanging on the top rim of the steering wheel 32 using 
the hook-and-loop fasteners. The two support plates are rest on the top of the steering 
wheel to provide a flat plate to place the printed matters or electronic devices on top of it. 
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Fig. 3 is a side view showing the embodiment of this invention could be folded into a 
smaller size and the shelf could be folded too. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION-OPERATION 

The operation of the book holder on the steering wheel according to this invention will be 
evident. To use this invention inside of the vehicle, the user unfolds the support plates 1 1 
and 13 and unfold the foldable shelf 24 from the device package. The free ends of the 
straps 18a and 18b are inserted through the top rim of the steering wheel 32 anti- 
clockwise. The said free ends of the straps are fastened using the hook-and-loop fasteners 
18a, 18b, 17a, 17b, The two supporting plates 11,13 and foldable shelf 24 provide a 
support platform to place printed matter or electronic devices on it. 



